
The Essence of
Good Teaching

The School of 
Athens. (1509) 
Raphael.

The Essence 
of Good 
Teaching 

Peter Mellow,
eLearning Advisor/Lecturer
Curtin University

http://
www.petermellow.com/

Aoraki_Polytechnic/

A PDF copy of these notes is available 
from:

1

2

3
Thursday, 5 July 2012



Acknowledgements
!"##"$%&'()*+

,--"*$,.*-*))

/*00+$1**23'-4

/3'-#56$789

Senior Lecturer/Flexible Learning Advisor 
AUT

Teaching at AUT for 25 years

2007- National tertiary teaching award for 
sustained excellence

2007- Apple Distinguished Educator 
(ADE) award

2004/05 - Named in the first group of 
Flexible Learning Leaders in NZ

2001 -  Distinguished teaching award AUT

Landmark projects:
• NZ Sign Language CD - NZSL 1
• ‘Whakahihiko te Hinengaro’ CD and website

• Produced 50 CDs and 3 DVDs for AUT
• Set up StudyTXT mLearning service

AUT Student
Satisfaction Survey:
2003-Anatomy paper ranked 3rd

2002-Anatomy paper ranked 2nd

Laurentius de Voltolina -14th century
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Tillwe

“The Anatomy Lesson of Dr. Tulp” by Rembrandt Harmenszoon van Rij
1632

Peter 
Gossman
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“The goal is an 
organisation 
that is 
constantly 
making its 
future rather 
than defending 
its past.”

Hamel & Valikangas, 2003

Why do we teach?

PBRF
PBTF
PBLF
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Why do I teach?

Kane, R., S. Sandretto, et al. (2004). "An investigation 
into excellent tertiary teaching: Emphasising reflective 
practice." Higher Education 47(3): 283-310. 

Trigwell's model of teaching (2001)
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"One aspect of being a 
great educator is to get 
a student to consider 
the obvious in such a 
new light that not only 
is his or her thinking 
changed, but the 
process of how to think 
is itself affected.”

Robert Fulghum (1997)
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“Your primary 
influence is the 
environment you 
create.”
Peter Senge
American scientist and director of the Centre for 
Organizational Learning at the MIT Sloan School of 
Management.
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Student? Teacher?
Teacher? Student?
Student? Student?

Qualities of a good 
teacher?

Our 
Students
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The “compact of disengagement”

• “You leave me alone and I will leave you 
alone”

• “No one knows I’m here”, so...

       - little sense of responsibility
or accountability

       - irregular attendance
     Kuh, Schuh and Whitt (1991)

Diana Oblinger
President of Educause

Available as a free PDF 
download from:
www.educause.edu

Students
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Teachers

Digital Literacy
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• “Current generation of students expects seamless 
technology use.”
Brown, Oblinger. (2005) 

“Many teachers steer clear of engaging with 
technology - they leave it to the technologists and 
get on with the business of teaching. This is no 
longer an acceptable position, however.

 Teachers must reach a point where they are exploiting 
the full benefits of technology to support their 
learners.”

Good, M. On the way to online pedagogy. (2001) 

Technology Support

• Massey (2000) and Blandin (1997) see four levels of skill:

• Level 1: Competent in a few tools that are used in everyday working, for example word 
processing.

• Level 2: Competent in a wider range of everyday tools to a higher level - able to use 
advanced word processing features to enhance productivity; able to log on to and use a 
conference area; still a victim of many of the problems that will happen and dependent on 
others to solve them.

• Level 3: Autonomous explorer - engaged with technology and able to solve own problems 
and look out for new opportunities as things change and develop.

• Level 4: Expert.

• “Many teachers are at levels 1 and 2. They all need to be at level 3 
and far more need to combine subject expertise with deep knowledge 
of the technology to become educational technologists or 
technological educators.”

• Good, M. (2001). On the way to online pedagogy.
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Creativity

“Creativity is as 
important in 
education as 
literacy, and we 
should treat it with 
the same status.”

- Berkeley

• The teacher's main task is to guide students 
through the learning process, not to dispense 
information

• The goal of teaching is to help students read, 
speak, write, and think critically

• Learning is a "messy" process, and the search 
for truth and knowledge is open-ended

• Good teachers love their subject matter

• Good research and good teaching go hand in 
hand
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- Berkeley

• The best teachers genuinely respect students and 
their intellectual capabilities

• Good teachers are rarely satisfied with their teaching. 
They constantly evaluate and modify what they do

• Good teachers usually had good teachers, and they 
see themselves as passing on their own teachers' 
gifts to a new generation of students

• Good teachers treasure the small moments of 
discovery in the classroom and the more enduring 
effect they have on students' lives

• Good teachers do not see teaching as separate from 
other activities

Can kids teach themselves? - TED.com
Sugata Mitra, 
Professor of Educational 
Technology at the School of 
Education, Communication 
and Language Sciences at 
Newcastle University, UK

Minimally Invasive 
Education (MIE)

Hole in the wall (HIW) 
computer research and 
projects

Mitra, S., Ritu D., Shiffon C., Swati J., Ravinder S. B., and Preeti Kapur. (2005). 
Acquisition of Computer Literacy on Shared Public Computers: Children and the “Hole 
in the wall”, Australasian Journal of Educational Technology, 21(3), 407-426.
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What leads to Success?

"If we continue to 
teach our students 
today,
as we taught them 
yesterday,
 we rob them of 
tomorrow.”
John Dewey
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