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Teaching at AUT for 23 years

2007- National tertiary teaching awards for 
sustained excellence

2007- Apple Distinguished Educator 
(ADE) award

“recognised leader in Mobile Learning in 
New Zealand" eFest 2006

2004/05 - Named in the first group of 
Flexible Learning Leaders in NZ

2001 -  Distinguished teaching award AUT

Landmark projects:

• NZ Sign Language CD - NZSL 1
• ‘Whakahihiko te Hinengaro’ CD and website

• Produced 43 CDs and 3 DVDs for AUT
• Set up StudyTXT mLearning service

AUT Student

Satisfaction Survey:
2003-Anatomy paper ranked 3rd

2002-Anatomy paper ranked 2nd
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Study 
Hints

This presentation is available as a 
PDF download from:

petermellow.com

Link to Mike Guinanʼs
study hints

1957 - 2004
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Congratulations!

Well 
done on 
your 
journey 
so far!

Where to from 
here?

Work

Gap year

Career
Tertiary Study
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Tertiary Study
“Without high quality education for 
more students, national economies and 
individuals will suffer.”

 
 “Higher education (and education at 
all levels) now occupies a position of 
importance rivaling the latest issues 
(global warming solutions, economy, 
etc.)”

 Otago University 2008
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Graduation - the goal
A new report has 
suggested that 
graduates in 
Scotland are 
happier, 
wealthier, 
healthier, more 
likely to 
volunteer, be 
"green and add 
to the "well-
being" of the 
nation than those 
who didn't go to 
university. 

Sunday 
Australian 
Herald March 
25, 2007

April 8, 2003

HEATH GILMORE HIGHER EDUCATION
December 6, 2009
CLOSE to one in five students drop out of Australian universities by the end of
their first year.

They blame unhappiness with the subjects they chose, financial hardship,
failing courses and the opportunity to upgrade to a better institution for the high
fallout rate.

Latest figures released by the Federal Government show that international
students attending Australian tertiary institutions have a higher retention rate.

At Southern Cross University in Lismore, three out of every 10 first-year
students dropped out of their courses. The University of Sydney and the
University of NSW each had 11 per cent drop-out rates, according to attrition,
retention and progress data for 2008 just released by the Government.

The Batchelor Institute of Indigenous Tertiary Education in the Northern
Territory had the highest leaving rate in Australia.

Overall, international students displayed a greater ability or willingness to get
through the first year and continue with their chosen studies, the figures show.

In her review of the higher education sector, Professor Denise Bradley said
each university should be set targets for improved rates of student retention.

In her report, Professor Bradley said factors affecting an individual's
completion of a course were complex and could include the level of support
from teachers and the institution, course content, course satisfaction, and the
student's own expectations and circumstances.

A spokesman for Education Minister Julia Gillard refused to rule out retention
targets for universities. He said performance funding would be allocated to
universities on the basis of negotiated targets.

''The indicators will include a range of measures,'' the spokesman said.
Representatives of the higher education sector were helping to develop a
discussion paper on the issue that would be released for consultation within
weeks.

Experts said solutions to improve the drop-out rate could include better advice
for course choices, greater pastoral care and offering generalist studies in the
first year to help students adjust to university life.

Dr Julie McMillan, from the Australian Demographic & Social Research
Institute at the Australian National University, said dropping out gave many
students opportunities. ''Some moved to different courses or institutions which
showed as a drop-out,'' said Dr McMillan, who followed the issue when
monitoring a group of students from year 9 through their university years.

Nearly 20% of university students don't last full
year

Nearly 20% of university students don't last full year http://www.smh.com.au/national/nearly-20-of-university-stud...
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Course selection?
Study what you are 
interested in

Research your course, 
check lecturer profiles, 
their research interests, 
student feedback
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How tertiary 
institutions work

‘Ivory tower’?

Teaching, Research and 
community service

Conscience of society

Independent (and lifelong) 
Learners & critical thinkers

Student Support - Learning 
centre - health and counselling

Student Union/Association

Compressed semesters

Assessment - Exams
Variety of assessments

-assignments

-presentation

-group project

-computer quiz

however written 
exams are still the 
main assessment

Exam Board
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Please don’t plagiarise

 and other anti-plagiarism software

Discipline committees

STUDY!
It’s your education

Read, read, read

Study, study, study

Work, work, work

Don’t be a surface
learner, be a deep 

learner
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Study Timetable
Plan your day, plan to succeed!

Use mind maps to link all concepts you need 
to know

Use the 
library

Form a 
study group

Look after 
yourself

Go to all 
lectures, tuts 
and labs

Ask 
questions!!!

Study
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Activities    Social     Sport
Academic

Cultural

Environmental

Faculty

Performing arts

Political

Religious

Fitness
Centre

Orientation
Institution and 
student events

However-

“Before you have fun, 
sort out your funds!”

Scholarship ???
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Finances Study in your home 
city if you can, stay at 
home

If you study away 
from your home 
town, try and stay in a 
student hostel the 
first year

Be aware of student 
discounts

Part-time work?

Budget, budget & budget www.studylink.govt.nz

Family and Friends
Nurture friendships and 
keep people who have 
supported you in your 
journey updated.

They appreciate being 
able to share in your 
journey. Send them an 
email. Tell them what is 
going on in your life. 
They will enjoy hearing 
about your studies.

"Families are 
like fudge - 
mostly sweet 
with a few 
nuts."
Author Unknown
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Don’t worry about 
failing...   a little!
Anyone can give up, 
it's the easiest thing 
in the world to do. 

But to hold it 
together when 
everyone else would 
understand if you fell 
apart, that's true 
strength.

Anon.

“Effort is 
the 

measure 
of a 

person.”
William 
James

TED.com - Technology, Entertainment & Design
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Ben Saunders - Three things 
to know before you ski to the 

North Pole

Good Luck on 
your tertiary 

study journey 
and your life!

Remember, it’s 
an adventure!
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Questions?
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